District Attorney Singas takes the oath of office, administered
by New York State Chief Judge Janet DiFiore.
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The District Attorney’s Office is ultimately responsible for the investigation and
prosecution of all criminal offenses occurring in Nassau County—the 32nd largest
criminal jurisdiction in the United States. It is supported by an in-house annual
budget of approximately $38.7 million [2017], with investigative support from over
25 locally-operating law enforcement agencies that collectively receive annual
budget allocations well-exceeding $1 billion. With nearly 400 full-time staff members, the District Attorney’s Office prosecutes approximately 30,000 criminal cases
each year, ranging from misdemeanor theft, assault, weapons, drugs, and vandalism offenses to felony homicides, sex assaults, robberies, burglaries, and terroristic threats. It also proactively investigates violent gang networks, organized crime
enterprises, complex embezzlement schemes, government corruption, sophisticated white-collar frauds, and cybercrimes, to name but a few. Beyond prosecution, the District Attorney’s Office also undertakes numerous crime prevention, civil forfeiture, youth outreach, victim relations, legislative, and community affairs programs. As one of the largest prosecutor’s offices in the state and nation, the Nassau
County District Attorney’s Office has been carefully and thoughtfully divided into
various service departments, each specializing in a field of criminal investigation,
prosecution, or community relations.

GENERAL LITIGATION DIVISION • • •
IS the cornerstone of the NCDA, prosecuting in excess of 30,000 cases in County
Court, District Court, and the City Courts of Glen Cove and Long Beach. It
achieves fair, effective, and expeditious resolutions to a vast range of felonies,
misdemeanors, and petty offenses brought by each and every law enforcement
agency in Nassau County. The Division also plays a pivotal role in charging,
screening, and case development.
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INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION • • •
BREAKS some of the largest and most complex criminal cases in the county, state,
and nation, including major economic crimes, public and professional corruption,
consumer fraud, welfare fraud, school district fraud, rackets and organized crime,
dogfighting rings, and large-scale narcotics and weapons trafficking activity. It interfaces with both the public and outside government entities to detect and aggressively eliminate criminal enterprises.
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CONVICTION INTEGRITY • • •
IS a matter of justice, of principle, and of public safety. A wrongful conviction not
only destroys an innocent life but allows a guilty criminal to remain walking the
streets with impunity. The NCDA accordingly devotes significant resources to ensure its criminal convictions are legally and properly obtained. The Office maintains both an elite Appeals Bureau and a Conviction Integrity Unit, which are collectively tasked with case review for legal, ethical, and factual issues.

CONTINUED

214
Assistant District Attorneys

136
Administrative Personnel

41

Criminal Investigators

COMMUNITY RELATIONS • • •
CONNECTS the NCDA with the public at large. Community investment is the foremost
crime prevention strategy. With this in mind, the NCDA maintains numerous youth and
senior, immigrant and minority, school and community outreach platforms and programs. From the provision of essential victim services to child safety seminars, NCDA
staff spends nearly as much time working in the neighborhoods as in the courts. All
community initiatives undertaken by the NCDA are aimed at reducing crime, enhancing public safety, and improving the quality of life for Nassau County residents.
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ADAs by Tenure*
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* with NCDA, not total time as prosecutors

MAJOR CASE DIVISION • • •

HANDLES the most severe crimes in Nassau County, encompassing homicides,
gangs and other violent criminal enterprises, rapes, sexual assaults, and weapons,
narcotics and human traffickers. The Major Case Division contains the Major Offense Bureau, the Special Victims Bureau, the Vehicular Crimes Bureau, and the
new Special Operations, Narcotics and Gangs Bureau. These bureaus are staffed
by an elite and accomplished group of prosecutors, dedicated to ensuring that
our most violent offenders are held accountable.
ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION • • •
PROVIDES NCDA employees the direction, training, supplies, and all other support necessary to effectively perform all office functions in furtherance of the
DA’s mission and vision. It is ultimately responsible for the efficient and professional operation of the Office, with responsibilities ranging from human resources
and budget preparation to information technology and service of process.

office bureaus
• • • BUREAUS OF THE GENERAL LITIGATION DIVISION
The General Litigation Division is responsible for the prosecution of criminal cases
in the various courts of Nassau County. It is comprised of five bureaus, each overseen by a Bureau Chief. The Executive Assistant District Attorney for General Litigation heads the Division and reports to the Chief Assistant District Attorney.
County Court Trial Bureau prosecutes felony cases (i.e., crimes designated by law
for which a court may impose a sentence in excess of one year). Examples of felonies handled by this bureau include burglary, robbery, grand larceny, identity
theft, forgery, assault, and weapons possession.
District Court Trial Bureau prosecutes all misdemeanor cases (i.e., crimes designated by law to be punishable by imprisonment not to exceed one year) and noncriminal offenses (i.e., violations and traffic infractions). The Bureau staff also is responsible for the Arraignment Part, which is open seven days a week, 365 days a
year, to ensure that a judge promptly arraigns individuals arrested for all crimes,
including felonies.
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CONTINUED

33,885

Non-Felony Offenses Processed

19,732

Case Dispositions
DISTRICT COURT TRIAL BUREAU

2016 numbers

356

Indictments

9

805

Case Dispositions

21

90

Trials

315

Pre-Trial Hearings

208

Average ADA Caseload

Trials

80

Pre-Trial Hearings

41

Average ADA Caseload

395

Warrant Applications

COUNTY COURT TRIAL BUREAU

2016 numbers

DA Singas gives welcoming remarks at
the Long Island Youth Safety Coalition’s
Conference on Youth Substance Abuse at
Hofstra University’s Mack Center.

Above left: Assistant District Attorney (and AEMT) Lee Genser conducts a training seminar to NCDA staff
on the proper use of the office’s recently-installed Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) .
Above right: Deputy Bureau Chief Everett Witherell conducts a legal training session for the NCDA class
of 2016.
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Early Case Assessment Bureau’s primary responsibility is to assess and analyze charges at
the arrest-stage of a criminal prosecution. The
Bureau coordinates with the County's many police agencies to ensure that in every arrest, the
District Attorney files a legally sufficient
charge and contacts witnesses and victims at
the earliest possible time. Additionally, the Bureau is responsible for staffing a 24-hour desk
that allows for around-the-clock communication between the District Attorney's staff and
members of Nassau County's law enforcement
community.
Felony Screening Bureau evaluates felony arrests made by the various county law enforcement agencies to determine whether the Dis11 trict Attorney can and should prosecute a case
as a felony in the courts of Nassau County.
Grand Jury Bureau coordinates the presentation of felony cases to the Nassau County
Grand Jury Panels for indictment. It is further
responsible for handling all fugitive and extradition proceedings, assisting with the production of prisoners, and aiding police investigations requiring the collection of documents.
Specialized Courts. While not a per se bureau,
the District Attorney staffs and participates in a
number of specialized court programs in order
to bring about custom-track prosecutions that
focus more so on the characteristics of the offender, rather than the characteristics of the offense. The Specialized Courts in Nassau County include Veterans Court, Mental Health
Court, Human Trafficking Court, Adolescent
Diversion Part, Youth Court, Judicial Diversion
Part, and the DWI Parts.

EXTRADITIONS In 2016, the Grand Jury Bureau processed
extraditions to Nassau County.

43

It also processed

82 detainees back to

jurisdictions out-of-state.

221

PRODUCTIONS Grand Jury Bureau staff prepared
Orders to
Produce for defendants incarcerated elsewhere in New York State.
An additional

110 writs were prepared to produce defendants
from federal custody.

383

SUBPOENAS FOR RECORDS The Bureau issued
subpoenas for documents
in connection with various police investigations and an additional
subpoenas for medical records in connection with felony cases

176

CASE PRESENTATIONS
GRAND JURY BUREAU

2016 numbers

26 Panels heard

923 cases.

INDICTMENTS The NCDA litigation bureaus collectively indicted
cases, all processed through the Grand Jury Bureau.

847

12

CONTINUED
In 2016, the EARLY CASE ASSESSMENT BUREAU reviewed 16,283 cases.

•••
•••
•••
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office technology

16,100
Arrest Photo Uploads

2,998
911 Calls Secured

2,286
Video Evidence Uploads

495

FELONY SCREENING BUREAU ADAs screened
more cases in
2016 than in 2015 and secured
more guilty pleas.

109

•
•
•
promotions FELONY SCREENING
In 2016, District Attorney Singas appointed two deputy chiefs
in the Felony Screening Bureau, with a view towards reducing chronic backlog in case assessment and indictment. From
this and other efficiency initiatives, the average caseload of
Felony Screening Bureau ADAs dropped from 275 to 100
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District Attorney Singas attends Walk like MADD event
against drunk driving.

CONTINUED

• • • BUREAUS OF THE MAJOR CASE DIVISION
The Major Case Division is responsible for the prosecution of the most
severe crimes committed in Nassau County. It is comprised of four
bureaus, each overseen by a Bureau Chief. The Executive Assistant
District Attorney for Major Cases heads the Division and
reports to the Chief Assistant District Attorney.
Major Offense Bureau investigates and prosecutes homicides
and other serious violent felonies committed within
Nassau County.
Special Victims Bureau prosecutes all sex crimes,
domestic violence cases, human trafficking,
elder abuse, disabled abuse, and child
abuse cases.
15

Vehicular Crimes Bureau prosecutes
drunk, drugged, and reckless driving,
vehicular assaults, and
vehicular homicides.
Special Operations,
Narcotics & Gangs Bureau
(see next page)

The remains of the defendant’s car in
People v. Bilal Hassan. Hassan was going
133 mph prior to the wreck, which killed
Hassan’s passenger. The prosecution resulted in a trial conviction for Aggravated
Vehicular Homicide and a maximum sentence of 8 1/3 to 25 years’ incarceration.

by the numbers

2015

2016

Guilty Pleas

Pre-Trial Hearings

Trials

16

Trial Convictions

Trial Conviction Rate

In January 2016, District Attorney Singas appointed Michael Walsh to serve as Chief of the Major
Offense Bureau. This appointment followed 29 years of service to Nassau County under three
different District Attorneys. Prior to serving in this capacity, Mr. Walsh worked as a Senior Trial
Assistant in the Major Offense Bureau, where he tried dozens of homicide cases to verdict and
earned an impeccable reputation as a prosecutor. As Chief, he now supervises a six-person legal staff of Senior ADAs and Senior Litigation Counsels with combined 116 years of litigation experience (avg. 19 years), as well as three support staff personnel.

spotlight SPECIAL OPERATIONS, NARCOTICS AND GANGS BUREAU
by the numbers

50
Arrests from
Major Investigations

157
Defendants
Indicted

203

17

Guilty Pleas

36

Pre-Trial Hearings

11

Trials to Verdict

11

Guilty Verdicts

In February 2016, District Attorney Singas created a new Special Operations, Narcotics
and Gangs Bureau within her Major Case Division that would handle theCONTINUED
investigation
and prosecution of all major narcotics distribution rings,
weapons trafficking and gang operations in Nassau.

highlights
February 2016
Chief Friedenthal appointed.

June 2016
$1 million in heroin seized
as interstate distribution operation shut down by multiagency investigation.

July 2016

18

Island-wide narcotics distribution ring eliminated
after long term investigation
nets 31 individuals in sweep.

December 2016
Takedown of Salvadorians
with Pride street gang in
Hempstead in 49-count indictment

In 2016, DA Singas recruited Mr. Friedenthal to lead her new bureau. Mr. Friedenthal came with 39 years of distinguished service with the Bronx DA, having handled virtually every type of criminal prosecution. Among his
accolades, Mr. Friedenthal served over 8 years as a deputy chief of the Bronx DA’s Narcotics Bureau, 11 years
as Chief of its Housing/Major Case Task Force, and 13 years as Counsel to its Gang/Major Case Unit. Across
these and other capacities, he supervised investigations into homicides, violent gang enterprises, major narcotics organizations, pattern robberies, embezzlements, conspiracies, and cyber-crimes, often working in
close coordination with law enforcement agencies at every level of government.

spotlight SPECIAL VICTIMS BUREAU
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The NCDA Special Victims Bureau underwent significant reform in 2016. The year
saw the installation of a new bureau chief, two new deputy chiefs, and two unit
chiefs, and the official creation of a Child Abuse Unit and Elder Abuse Unit.

• • • SVB ADAs handle domestic violence, sexual asChief Theresa Tebbett

Special Victims Bureau
Appointed February 2016

sault, child sexual assault, child abuse, elder abuse,
abuse of vulnerable persons, human trafficking, and
child pornography cases where there is a “live,” identifiable victim who is a witness in the case.

• • • SVB ADAs staff the Integrated Domestic Violence
(IDV) Part, where cases that have concurrent criminal and
family court components are heard, as well as the felony
Sex Offense Part, the felony Domestic Violence Part, the
misdemeanor Domestic Violence Part, and the Human
Trafficking Court. SVB ADAs conducted 17 trials and 70
hearings in 2016, and carried an average of 53 active cases at any given time,

Deputy Chief Amanda Burke

Human Trafficking Unit

• • • In addition to their active cases, felony SVB ADAs

Deputy Chief Tara Coughlin

each carried up to 5 pending investigations, which were
generally sexual assault, child abuse, or human trafficking
cases. These investigations involved pre-arrest interviews
of victims and witnesses and assisting detectives with their
investigations, assessing the evidence gathered and making a determination as to what the appropriate arrest
charges were. Felony SVB ADAs also handled all Sex Offender Registration Act (SORA) hearings that were conducted in Nassau County, whether these cases were previously prosecuted in the county or were out-of-county, outof-state, or federal prosecutions where the offender took
up residence inside Nassau during 2016.

Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Unit

• • • The Human Trafficking Unit initiated collaboration

Appointed December 2016

Appointed April 2016

amongst the NCPD Special Victims Squad, Narcotics Vice
Squad, and the Anti-Trafficking Department of The Safe
Center LI, to establish both the Safe Harbor MultiDisciplinary Team (MDT) and Human Trafficking Task
Force, which will coordinate the investigation and response to sex trafficking cases.

• • • The Elder Abuse Unit is spearheading the creation of
Unit Chief Arlene Markarian

Elder Abuse Unit
Appointed November 2016

an Elder Abuse Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT), that
will bring together prosecutors, law enforcement, service
providers, and other agencies that work in this area, to review cases and coordinate responses in order to improve
case outcomes. The MDT will also work to raise public
awareness about the issue of elder abuse and the availability and access to services.

20

CONTINUED

Created in 2006, the NCDA Vehicular Crimes Bureau handles
some of the toughest cases faced by Nassau prosecutors and
police. It has consistently been at the forefront of its field in the
state and nation with its tireless efforts to combat drunk,
drugged, and distracted driving, both in and out of the courtroom.

21

District Attorney Singas presents
Choices and Consequences to students and parents at Kennedy
High School.

22

District Attorney Singas joins other elected officials in calling for
enhanced measures for boating
safety.

CONTINUED

• • • BUREAUS OF THE INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION
The Investigations Division investigates complex criminal activity in Nassau County
and prosecutes the resultant cases. It is comprised of six bureaus and two independent units, each of which a Bureau or Unit Chief oversees. The Executive Assistant District Attorney for Investigations heads the Division and reports to the Chief Assistant
District Attorney.
Public Corruption Bureau uncovers and prosecutes corruption in Nassau County. The
Bureau handles cases involving police misconduct, political corruption, school and
special district fraud, crimes committed at the jail, as well as crimes committed by
employees of public entities who abuse their positions.
23

Economic Crimes Bureau investigates and prosecutes complex, sophisticated and
substantial financial crimes including identity theft, loan fraud, credit card fraud,
check fraud, bank fraud, financial internet fraud, extortion, unlicensed practice of professions, unemployment fraud, tax fraud, trademark counterfeiting, and the creation
and use of fraudulent identification and other forged documents. The Bureau includes
and contains two specialized units: the Public Assistance Fraud Unit focuses on frauds
perpetrated by recipients of various government assistance programs, including
Medicaid, welfare, food stamps, and childcare; the Environmental Crimes Unit focuses
on crimes involving air, land and water contamination resulting from illegal dumping,
storage, and transportation of hazardous or toxic chemicals or materials, as well as
other crimes which damage the ecosystem of the County.
Government and Consumer Frauds Bureau handles a wide range of criminal wrongdoing and other matters affecting the public interest, including crimes committed
against government entities, consumers, and vulnerable individuals (such as seniors
and immigrants). Within its ambit is investment-, real estate-, insurance-, and motor
vehicle theft-related crimes, as well as labor law crimes committed by employers,
employee embezzlement, crimes committed by professionals (such as attorneys and
home improvement contractors), and a bevy of other cases which include sophisticated schemes involving larceny, falsifying business records, offering false instruments
for filing, forgery, possession of forged documents, and schemes to defraud.

Rackets & Enterprise Crime Bureau investigates and prosecutes systematic criminal activity committed by organized crime and criminal enterprises. The Bureau's
cases include enterprise corruption, extortion, coercion, gambling, money laundering, bribery, and violations of the New York prevailing wage law. Additionally,
the Bureau contains two specialized units: the Labor Unit and the Money Laundering and Cyber Crime Unit.
Civil Forfeiture Bureau secures the forfeiture of vehicles and other personal property used as instrumentality of a crime. It is also the Civil Forfeiture Bureau's responsibility to prepare and submit requests for Federal asset forfeiture sharing and
to ensure the deposit and dispersal of forfeited proceeds and the liquidation of
other items forfeited through its efforts. The Bureau is additionally responsible for
effecting the eviction of tenants using rental property to operate any illegal business.

Criminal Complaint Unit serves as an “open door” to the District Attorney's Office.
The Unit is available to assist the public in filing criminal complaints, both written
and in person. This Unit will provide an initial assessment of the complaint for possible criminality and, if appropriate, forward the matter for follow-up to one of the
investigative bureaus within the Office. If a case is not appropriate for the Office,
the Criminal Complaint Unit will refer the complainant to the appropriate agency
or office.
Animal Crimes Unit investigates and prosecutes criminal offenses perpetrated
against animals, including dogfighting, cockfighting, severe torture, criminal neglect, hoarding, illegal possession of wildlife, and competitive animal abuse.
Investigations Bureau is responsible for the field and forensic operations of the Investigation Division. It is staffed by Detective Investigators, Financial Investigators,
and other technical specialists.
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Exterior of 272 Old Country Road, Mineola,
NCDA Investigations Division Headquarters.

Economic Crimes Bureau
• • • processed 41 arrest cases in 2016, a 32% increase from 2015.
• • • secured 43 guilty pleas in 2016, a 34% increase from 2015.
• • • secured 16 felony pleas in 2016, a 100% increase from 2015.
• • • collected $1,012,765 in government restitution
(owed to the New York State Department of Labor, New York State Department of Taxation and Finance, and Nassau County Department of Social Services), out of a total $1,099,591 secured by court order.
• • • convicted 214 defendants of environmental conservation law violations.
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Rackets & Enterprise Crime Bureau
• • • processed 42 arrest cases in 2016, a 14% increase from 2015.
• • • secured 18 guilty pleas in 2016; 17 to the top count charged.
DA Singas announces counterfeit trademarking bust,
involving the seizure of more than $1M in merchandise. The bust was a joint operation between NCDA,
NCPD, and US Homeland Security.
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The Chiefs of the Investigations
Division Bureaus

Criminal Complaint Unit
• • • processed 1,925 written complaints in 2016.
• • • responded to 400 pieces of correspondence.
• • • fielded 1,650 e-mails.
• • • resolved 22 complaints directly, recovering $190,000 in restitution for
aggrieved County residents and businesses.

Government & Consumer
Frauds Bureau
Being the hub for consumer complaints, GCF is constantly interacting with the community. Due to
the “popularity” and randomness
of consumer fraud, the Bureau is
constantly working with bureaus
and agencies around it to resolve
complaints quickly and efficiently.
Particularly vulnerable to scams
are the elderly and immigrant
populations, so GCF must maintain close ties with the NCDA Elder Abuse Unit and Office of Immigrant Affairs.
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Regrettably, with the technological
revolution over the past few decades, which put hand-held computers in virtually every pocket,
scams are becoming much more
• • • processed 36 arrests in 2016.
wide-spread. Essentially, what
• • • secured 35 criminal convictions
once was a “white collar” crime
has now evolved into a “pocket”
(representing a 46% increase
crime.
over 2015).
GCF also handles a vast array of
professional corruption cases, investigating attorneys, health care
professionals, real estate agents,
accountants, investors, and a
broad array of other licensed
practitioners.

• • • obtained $4,441,574 in restitution for crime victims
(including $245,064 in restitution to the taxpayer).
Above: DA Singas with NYS Attorney General Eric Schneiderman,
discussing hate crimes and immigrant affairs.

spotlight ANIMAL CRIMES UNIT
In the two years since District Attorney Singas has assumed leadership of
the Office, the number of animal crimes prosecutions has increased
over the prior 2-year period and even exceeds the prior 3 years
combined. Additionally, prosecutions reached a
criminal conviction rate for that term.
Furthermore, in April 2015, District Attorney Singas publicly pledged forfeiture funds for the reimbursement of third-parties who aid the ACU with
handling, storage, and analysis of the “living evidence” in cruelty cases.
The objective of this pledge was to diminish municipal taxpayer burden
and simultaneously ensure productive cooperation on ACU cases. In
2016, the Office paid out
to veterinarians, shelters,
and non-profits who aided victims of cruelty and helped to bring
their abusers to justice.
Finally, in 2016, District Attorney Singas took the unprecedented step of
hiring a full-time prosecutor exclusively for animal and environmen29 tal crimes prosecutions.
# of Defendants Charged with a Criminal Offense
% of Defendants Convicted of a Criminal Offense*
% of Defendants Convicted of Any Level Offense*

20

100%
80%
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60%
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40%

5
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0

0%
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* Conviction Rates for 2015 & 2016 not yet available as cases from these years are still open.
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Above: A before-and-after picture of a dog rescued from a fighting ring in the
NCDA’s Operation Blood Sport—from life in the fighting pit to life in the
mountains.
Below: “Murdock” gets a new home after his owner was convicted of fighting
him.
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• • • BUREAUS OF THE CONVICTION INTEGRITY DIVISION
The District Attorney’s Office devotes significant resources to ensure it legally and
properly obtains criminal convictions, and secures them were appropriate. To that
end, the Office maintains an elite Appeals Bureau and a Conviction Integrity Unit,
which collectively report to the Executive Assistant District Attorney for Conviction
Integrity, who reports to the Chief Assistant District Attorney.
Appeals Bureau primarily handles the appeals afforded to defendants adjudicated
guilty of crimes prosecuted by the Office. This litigation can take place at every level of the State and Federal court system, and oftentimes occurs many years after the
conviction and sentencing of a defendant. This Bureau also serves an important role
in advising Assistant District Attorneys on legal issues throughout the investigative
and trial stages of a case. Bureau staff also supervises the Mental Health Unit.
Conviction Integrity Unit reviews and thoroughly investigates post-conviction claims 32
of innocence. The Unit also keeps apprised of developments in forensic science,
which could affect the use, import, or interpretation of evidence in past cases.
Mental Health Unit is responsible for the prosecutions handled in the Nassau County
Mental Health Court, which adjudicates members of the County community with
medical, psychological, or psychosocial diagnoses who have been charged with
criminal conduct. Unit staff also administers the Mental Health Prosecutions Diversion Program for offenders who are not eligible for Mental Health Court (e.g., those
who live outside County or have a non-qualifying clinical issue, such as traumatic
brain injury, low IQ, dementia, or developmental disability).

Opposite Page (top to bottom):
DA Singas joins U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand in speaking out against over-prescription of opioid painkillers.
DA Singas at the Nassau County Women’s Bar Association Installation Dinner.
DA Singas delivers keynote speech at Hofstra University's 2016 Outstanding Women in the Law Event.

spotlight APPEALS BUREAU
In 2016, the NCDA Appeals Bureau continued to produce the high-quality, excellent written work product and brilliant appellate arguments that has longsince earned its industry reputation as one of the finest collections of legal advocates in the state. Staff continued to meet the bureau’s high standards for its
outgoing work product as the bureau provided a virtually constant stream of
advice to other bureaus and departments of the NCDA .

The Bureau was particularly aggressive in trying to take People’s appeals in the
most appropriate cases, and seeking leave to appeal in the New York State
Court of Appeals and U.S. Second Circuit Court of Appeals where it seemed to
be most warranted.
33 As a result of its tireless advocacy, the Appellate Division of the New York State
Supreme Court sided with the People on 76 of the 84 Nassau cases—direct appeals, SORA appeals, and coram nobis applications—decided by that court.
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Additionally, the Appeals Bureau secured
reversals of adverse decisions of
lower court orders, after lodging a People’s appeal.
The Appeals Bureau serves as the office liaison to the County Attorney’s Office. Accordingly, Bureau staff was further instrumental in assisting the County Attorney’s
office with the defense of civil suits against the County, which, although the District
Attorney’s Office was not directly a party, the Bureau facilitated the collection of
depositions, discovery, and other evidence. The Bureau also compiled records and
fulfilled requests for assistance on an additional
notices of claim.

New York State Court of Appeals

CONTINUED

• • • OFFICES OF THE COMMUNITY RELATIONS DIVISION
The Community Relations Division is comprised of the Office of Community Affairs,
the Office of Immigrant Affairs, the Office of Youth Development, the Office of Re-Entry
Programming, the NCDA Recruitment Program, and all associated outreach functions
and committees. Collectively, these NCDA offices are responsible for community initiatives undertaken by the Office, and the District Attorney tasks them with reducing
crime, enhancing public safety, and improving the quality of life for County residents.
Community Relations
Executive Kyle RoseLouder attends panel
discussion at Touro
Law Center.
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DA Singas speaks at
Girls, Inc.

Youth Development
Director Dana Boylan
leads panel discussion
at Elmont High School
regarding NCDA’s responsibilities to the
community.

Office of Community Affairs manages various community relations programs and
serves as the primary point of contact for community partnership requests. OCA operates community forums such as the Heroin Prevention Task Force and the Long Island Youth Safety Coalition. It also organizes school outreach assemblies, lectures, and
programs, including the “Not My Child” Heroin Education Program, the “Choices and
Consequences” Safe Driving Program, and the Smart Social Media and Anti-Bullying
Workshop. Finally, OCA coordinates youth programs such as the Molloy College
Summer Camp, the Long Island Youth Mentoring Program, and Project Safe Neighborhood.
Office of Immigrant Affairs helps Nassau County’s large immigrant or foreign-born
population navigate the criminal justice system, encouraging immigrants to cooperate with law enforcement, and providing aid to limited-English speakers who are witnesses to or victims of crimes.
Office of Youth Development is primarily responsible for the NCDA Youth Court,
which provides young people (ages 11-17) who have committed non-violent crimes
with the opportunity to take responsibility for their actions, serve their community,
and learn character and career-building skills. The Youth Court program recruits high 36
school students from across the County for the roles of prosecution and defense advocates, as well as bailiff and clerk. Students volunteer for community service credit,
college application building, or a letter of recommendation to a future employer, but
many volunteer purely out of an interest in the criminal justice system. Besides these
inducements, the OYD gives high school students the opportunity to have law students mentor them at the Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University. The
mentorship continues through the actual proceedings, where the law students will
“second-seat” the high school advocates during the course of Youth Court. To roundout the cycle, the Youth Court Director administers an externship program at Hofstra
Law School, for which the law student mentors receive credit and through which they
become familiar with the process and benefits of Youth Court and other diversion
programs.
Office of Re-Entry Programming works with parole, probation, and the community
to help the formerly-incarcerated, presently-charged, and at-risk move their lives forward in a positive manner. It accomplishes this mission by connecting the re-entrants
to a network of resources and service providers, including social, housing, employment search and readiness, educational, vocational, mentoring, chemical dependency, parenting, anger management, and mental health services.

CONTINUED

Left: Major Offense Assistant District Attorney
Ali Ajamu explaining a prosecutor’s role and responsibilities in the courtroom to youth.
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Right: Economic Crimes Bureau Chief Diane
Peress discussing identity theft.

Assistant District Attorney Vickie Curran holds a session on senior scams and
how to best protect oneself from fraud.

38

Clockwise from above: DA Singas
with Community Affairs Director
Rene Fiechter at Operation Safe
Child event; Immigrant Affairs Director Silvia Pastor-Finkelstein at
Roosevelt Symposium; DA Singas at
community-clergy meeting.

CONTINUED

• • • DEPARTMENTS OF THE ADMINISRATION DIVISION
The Administration Division is responsible for all administrative aspects of
office management, and is comprised of the Office of Technology Services,
the Department of Office Services, Human Resources, and the Process Bureau. The Chief Administrative Officer heads the Division and reports to
the Chief Assistant District Attorney.
Office of Technology Services is responsible for the information technology utilized by the Office, including hardware and software applications. It
is also responsible for system security and the various communication
platforms employed by the Office.
Department of Office Services is responsible for office supply, fiscal ad39 ministration, budget preparation, contracting, billing, and payroll services.
Human Resources is responsible for personnel services.
Process Bureau is primarily responsible for service of process, archiving
records, and interdepartmental file transfers.

office locations
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Map of Nassau County (Source: Nassau County Youth Board)

speaking out 2016
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Above left: District Attorney Singas and NCDA Community Affairs Director Rene Fiechter speak about the
dangers of prescription drugs at Molloy College.
Above center: Assistant District Attorney Alexander DePalo presents the NCDA’s Drunk Driving Awareness Program Choices and Consequences to students at Valley Stream North High School.
Above right: Major Case Executive Maureen McCormick discusses Heroin prevention and enforcement
strategy in Albany.

42

financials 2016

2016 COUNTY
ADOPTED BUDGET
2016 NCDA ADOPTED BUDGET

1.24% of County Adopted Budget
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2016 REVENUE FROM GRANTS

2016 Adopted Budget for NCDA:
2016 Actual Expenses by NCDA:
(2.40% Under-budget)

Opposite Page: South Shore Beach
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financials CONTINUED
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District Attorney Singas addresses the Nassau County Legislature on government purchasing oversight.
(Credit: Courtney McGee/Long Island Report )
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Above: District Attorney Singas announces the
distribution of over 25,000 seized counterfeit
jackets to individuals in need.
Left: District Attorney Singas’ inaugural “Jingle
Books” program collects over 800 books for
school children.

The District Attorney’s Community Partnership & Crime Prevention Fund
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In 2016, the NCDA awarded or expended over $3.2 million dollars in CPCPF grants, ranging from those
supporting law enforcement operations to those financing innovative court programs. For example, to
combat the heroin scourge in our community, the Office committed nearly $600,000 to Maryhaven Center of Hope, Inc., for its crisis and withdrawal center in Freeport, New York. The Office further supported domestic violence intervention platforms at both the Safe Center LI and the Hispanic Counseling
Center, as well as funded anti-human trafficking and crisis counselor services. The DA’s pioneering
“Closer to the Crib” Program, centered at Adelphi University, focuses on supporting positive developmental outcomes in pre-natal to 3-year-old children of criminal offenders and endeavors to reduce
the likelihood that they will themselves become involved with the criminal justice system later in life. The
program holistically assesses and identifies the range of needs for both the child and parent and links
them with programs that will provide positive support, including psychotherapy, family intervention home
visitation, pediatric visits, and other social services that will support the well-being and development of
the child, parent, and family. The DA also financed the purchase of tactical vests for the Freeport Police
Department and gave $120,000 to the Probation Department for field operations.

financials CONTINUED
In addition to grants awarded through the Community Partnership & Crime Prevention Fund, the NCDA, by statute, also remits a portion of its forfeiture revenues to
New York State’s Chemical Dependence Service Fund. This fund, administered by
the Commissioner of the New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Services, is earmarked to provide support for partner agencies approved by that
Office, and local school-based and community programs which provide chemical dependence prevention and education services.

In 2016, the NCDA remitted
to the New York State Chemical
Dependence Service Fund for substance abuse programming.
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Opposite Page: County Courthouse Parking Lot
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Staff Development
A professionally-trained legal staff is paramount to the fair and efficient administration
of justice. Ill-prepared staff in this important
arena can lead to irreparable harm to an individual’s dignity, liberty, and life. Furthermore, the potential liability to the County for
error by one of its public servants can be
devastating. In recognition and appreciation
of these realities, and to ensure that the
NCDA legal staff is one of the best-trained,
most capable, and most elite in the country,
DA Singas appointed Laura Carroll as Director of Training for the NCDA. In this role, Ms.
Carroll was made responsible for the development and implementation of training programs and platforms specifically tailored to
the needs of NCDA legal staff members at
every stage of their professional development. The appointment followed and recognized Ms. Carroll’s distinguished career,
which spans both public and private sector
employment and encompasses a wide variety
of investigation, litigation, and academic
postings. Prior to joining the NCDA in 2007,
Ms. Carroll worked for several years in the
private sector, where she specialized in professional liability defense. In her time there,
Ms. Carroll handled numerous high-profile
medical malpractice cases and lectured regularly for professional associations and hospitals on the subject of risk management. Prior
to that, she worked for 7 years as an ADA in
Queens, handling a diverse portfolio of cases
ranging from violent to white collar crime and
prosecuting over 35 felony cases to verdict.
Since joining the NCDA, Ms. Carroll had
served with distinction as a Deputy Chief for
both the District Court Trial and Felony
Screening Bureaus, overseeing some of the
largest caseloads handled by the NCDA. She
is a graduate of both Binghamton University
and Albany Law.

New York State Continuing Legal Education Accredited live
classroom training courses.

total hours of supplemental staff instruction.

more staff training courses than in 2015.
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“

CRIMINAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE

—

INTELLIGENCE-BASED PROSECUTION

• • • In 2016, the NCDA commenced work on a longterm, multi-pronged effort to institute an intelligencebased prosecution strategy. Working with our various
partner police agencies, the NCDA will now utilize technology and analytics to optimally process the immense
flow of information circulating between and among
county law enforcement.
• • • Studies have shown that a very small percentage of
offenders are the real “crime drivers.” Identifying and
incapacitating these individuals is therefore a highreturn effort. The ultimate goal of IBP is to allocate the
56
resources of the NCDA in a way that fosters the greatest
reduction in county crime rates.
• • • To this end, the NCDA has assigned liaison officers
with each county precinct commander and has scheduled regular meetings to discuss crime patterns, hotspots, and persons of interest. The NCDA has further
developed “intelligence alerts” in our case management system, which serve as executive-level notifications whenever a known kingpin enters the criminal justice system. The Office can then engage this individual’s case with the highest level of priority, regardless of
the level of the particular offense. This enhanced focus
begins even with bail applications and continues
through sentencing. Moving forward, the NCDA will
grow the program to include law enforcement partners
outside the County, such as the NYPD and federal agencies.

office initiatives CONTINUED

DA Singas with Stephen Dewey, Ph.D., Professor of Molecular Medicine
for Hofstra Northwell School of Medicine and keynote speaker at the
NCDA 2016 LI Youth Safety Coalition Conference.

LONG ISLAND YOUTH SAFETY COALITION
57 Acknowledging that the youth are our future, the NCDA organized and leads the Long
Island Youth Safety Coalition to act as a resource on the wide range of dangers and
challenges facing our children. Today’s youth, and their parents, face a host of new
risks from internet safety, substance abuse, sexual predators, distracted driving, and
even dangers in sports and new forms of bullying. Our Task Force works with several
hundred teachers, youth counselors, and law enforcement agencies. Aside from our
popular resource website LIYouthSafetyCoalition.org, we produce a large-scale resource conference on a timely topic. This year we hosted the Crucial Conversations
conference on youth and substance abuse. Once again, our team of volunteers and interns drew a near capacity crowd at Hofstra, offering a dozen useful workshops on
substance abuse prevention and two outstanding keynote speakers.

Above: Proposed site of Family Justice Center at 400 County Seat Drive in Mineola (Credit: Google).
Below: DA Singas tours the Manhattan Family Justice Center with representatives of the County, Hofstra University, and the NYC Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence.

FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER
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DA Singas continues to work towards
the establishment of a Nassau Family
Justice Center that will provide comprehensive multi-agency services to
victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, elder abuse, child abuse, and human trafficking. Housed in a conveniently-accessed facility adjacent to the
Family, Supreme, and County Courts,
the FJC will consolidate social services,
civil justice services, and criminal justice services by co-locating staff from
the NCDA, NCPD, community-based social service organizations, not-for-profit legal service providers, and a range of government agencies. The ultimate objective of the FJC would be to support victims of abuse
by making available all essential services in one safe, caring, and family-friendly environment. A visitor could receive government services, counseling services, selfsufficiency services, and legal assistance with immigration, divorce, custody, and visitation issues, as well as meet with a prosecutor or police officer, all in one visit – while any
children play safely in a special, secure play area.

office initiatives CONTINUED
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HEROIN PREVENTION TASK FORCE
Heroin has been a vicious scourge on the country and Nassau County has no exception.
In partnership with the Office of the County Executive, the NCDA has been managing
the county’s Heroin Prevention Task Force since its formation. The group has over three
hundred members from throughout Long Island and a very active leadership team
that averages fifty representatives at these energetic monthly meetings.
Aside from managing its very active website, heroinprevention.com, the team effort generates a variety of timely and well-attended education and training events year round. In
2016, the Task Force hosted the LI Regional Drug Reclamation Forum—bringing together
about eighty drug reclamation “shed the med” coordinators—including personnel from
government agencies, law enforcement organizations, hospitals, and schools to exchange the latest techniques to keep these critical and popular initiatives at their most
effective levels.
Prevention is an ongoing campaign of education and training and, to that end, the Task
Force also organized training sessions for nurses, school officials and counselors, as well
as dozens of NARCAN trainings to bring overdose victims back to life.

Above: DA Singas attends
the Hellenic Lawyers Association of New York Dinner
Gala.

Below: DA Singas attends the
Long Island Contractors’ Association Bi-County Infrastructure breakfast in September.

OTHER COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES
In 2016, District Attorney Singas again served as the NYS District Attorneys Association
representative to the NYS Justice Task Force, where the focus was on “Attorney Misconduct” and how the system of oversight for criminal practitioners could be strengthened
and made more transparent. The Task Force, created by former Chief Judge Jonathan
Lippman, and continued by current Chief Judge Janet DiFiore, aims to identify recurring
60
patterns and practices that may contribute to wrongful convictions in New York, and to
create and implement recommendations and reforms to reduce the occurrence of
wrongful convictions in this state.
Learn more:
NYJusticeTaskForce.com
DA Singas also remained an active member of Prosecutors
Against Gun Violence, an independent coalition of 23 prosecutors from jurisdictions
across the United States working toward prosecutorial and
policy solutions to the national
public health and safety crisis
of gun violence.
Learn more:
ProsecutorsAGV.org

cases of significance
DRUNK DRIVER CONVICTED OF MANSLAUGHTER FOR CAUSING
CAR WRECK WHICH RESULTED IN THE LINE OF DUTY DEATH OF A
RESPONDING OFFICER.
On October 18, 2012, James Ryan tried to drive back to Oakdale, Long Island from a club in Manhattan. He was drunk, speeding
and cutting in and out of traffic on the Long Island Expressway. Before the Shelter Rock Road exit, Ryan crashed into a livery car
and fled the scene. He then suddenly stopped in the left travel lane across from the exit, causing a Honda Civic to crash into his
Toyota Camry and pushing it into the center barrier. The Honda spun around and was facing the wrong way in the right lane. Ryan’s
Toyota was now blocking the HOV lane with the front facing the center divider. Good Samaritans stopped and called 911 while other
drivers continued to drive through the crash scene in spite of debris and people in the roadway.
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Veteran Nassau County Highway Patrol Officer Joseph Olivieri was the first to respond to this active and dangerous crash scene.
He parked his patrol car in the right lane with its emergency lights on to provide protection to the Honda and warn oncoming traffic. Officer Olivieri called for help “forthwith” because the crash scene spanned the width of the eastbound lanes. He checked in with
the injured driver of the Honda and headed to the Toyota in the HOV lane to retrieve James Ryan and bring him to safety on the right
shoulder of the road. As Officer Olivieri started walking back toward the Honda, a sober SUV driver in the HOV lane slowed to 40
miles per hour but was rubbernecking and looking toward the lit police car. When he looked back to the road ahead of him, he saw
Ryan’s Toyota and Officer Olivieri and slammed on the brakes but it was too late. Officer Olivieri was struck and killed.

Officer Joseph Olivieri

DA Singas addresses reporters after
the verdict in People v. James Ryan.

A defendant is criminally responsible for the death of another person when the
defendant’s actions are a “sufficiently direct” and “actual contributory cause” of
the death. Under New York State law, that means that the defendant’s “conduct
forged a link in the chain of causes which actually brought about the death” or
“set in motion or continued in motion the events which ultimately resulted in the
death” and that death was reasonably foreseeable. The prosecution of James
Ryan for the death of Officer Olivieri asked the questions: “Is it reasonably foreseeable that a drunk and reckless driver would crash and require an emergency
response? And is it also foreseeable that the first responder would be at risk of
death from other motorists?” The answer to both was “yes.”
The Grand Jury believed that James Ryan’s wildly reckless actions set into motion the chain of events that caused Officer Olivieri’s foreseeable death. He was
indicted for homicide, assault, DWI ,and reckless driving charges. The trial judge
dismissed the indictment on December 16, 2013. Undeterred, the NCDA appealed and the indictment was reinstated on February 4, 2015. James Ryan was
brought to trial and eventually convicted of Aggravated Criminally Negligent
Homicide, Manslaughter, Vehicular Manslaughter, DWI, reckless driving, and
other associated charges on February 11, 2016.
He was sentenced on March 9, 2016, to 4 to 12 years in prison.
The bridge overpass on New Hyde Park Road, which crosses over the Long
Island Expressway, has since been renamed the “Police Officer Joseph P.
Olivieri, Jr. Memorial Bridge,” in honor of the fallen officer, who dedicated his life
to trying to help others, including James Ryan.

62

cases of significance CONTINUED
on her inner thighs. She and her friend both suffered
from violent vomiting for the rest of the night. Once able
to leave, the women fled back to the city where they
contacted family, their consulate, and the police. One
victim was taken to Mount Sinai hospital where she was
examined. Hospital staff swabbed her for DNA samples
and took note of a large bruise to her cervix likely responsible for the pain she was experiencing. DNA recovered from her body was identified to be Edison’s.
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LONG BEACH BARTENDER CONVICTED OF DRUG-FACILITATED
RAPE OF GERMAN TOURIST
On November 23, 2015, two 21-year-old female German
citizens landed in New York for a two-week vacation.
They met up with Dennis Edison, a Long Beach bartender, through couchsurfing.com and arranged to stay in his
home while visiting. During their second night with Edison, he prepared them some cocktails. After drinking
them, both women began to feel noticeably different—
tired, sluggish, dizzy, and unaware of their surroundings.
Ultimately, one of the women fell asleep on the couch
and the other was escorted into Edison’s bedroom where
he offered to give her a massage on his massage table.
She was instructed to lie down, did so, and passed out
soon thereafter.
She awoke some time later to a cramping and aching
pain in her lower abdomen and discovered massage oil

After investigation by detectives from the Long Beach
Police Department and prosecutors from the NCDA Special Victims Bureau, the case was presented to the
Grand Jury, which indicted Edison for Rape in the First
Degree, under the theory that the victim was incapable
of consent by reason of being physically helpless, and
Sexual Abuse in the First Degree.
Circumstantial evidence supported the prosecution theory that the defendant drugged the drinks of the victim.
At trial, a toxicologist testified that the victim’s physical
disassociation, pain and vomiting were consistent with
ingesting gamma-hydoxybutyrate—commonly known as
GHB or the “date rape” drug. GHB is an odorless, colorless drug that may be combined with alcohol and given
to unsuspecting victims prior to sexual assaults. Cases
involving this drug are notoriously difficult to prove as the
victim does not have any memory of the crime and as
the drug dissipates quickly from the blood, making the
drug virtually untraceable.
Despite these challenges, Edison was convicted at trial
of both charged counts and was subsequently sentenced
to 10 years in prison with 20 years post-release supervision.

FELONY CONVICTION FOR
DOG ATTACK OF YOUNG CHILD
In the afternoon of January 27, 2016, a nine-year-old
boy was being walked home by his older brother from
Drexel Avenue Elementary School in Westbury. As the
pair were walking home, they suddenly turned to see two
unleashed, unattended pit-bull dogs charging down on
them. The boys, then only mere blocks from the school,
had only seconds before the dogs overtook them. One
dog, Rocky, ferociously bit and latched onto the younger
brother’s small leg as the other dog, Tori, menacingly
barked and circled. The victim’s older brother tried to
beat the dogs off with his fists, legs, textbooks, and anything that he could find. All the while, he was also doing
everything he could to protect his younger brother’s neck
from being bitten by either dog.
A passing car stopped to help and, in a fleeting moment
of opportunity, the older brother pulled the victim into the
backseat of the car and shut him in. With the attack broken off, the dogs ran away. An NCPD ambulance arrived and rushed the young victim to the hospital where
he was treated for severe blood loss and underwent surgery to repair his leg.
The NCPD Third Squad and NCDA Animal Crimes Unit
quickly investigated the event. The dogs were located
and subsequently identified to belong to Cesar Cuellar.
During the investigation, it was discovered that Rocky
had not only escaped his yard several times before, but
had also been involved in multiple prior attacks, both

Drexel Avenue Elementary School

against other dogs and people. In fact, only weeks before, Cuellar had been personally instructed by the Town
of North Hempstead Dog Control Superintendent to impose much stricter security measures at his residence.
Cuellar, who was not even home during this attack, and
who had instead left his dogs in the custody of his
younger brother while he was at work, was nonetheless
indicted with felony Reckless Assault after a direct
presentation of the case to the Grand Jury. The prosecution theory was he was aware of a substantial risk of
injury to another, and yet failed to take steps to safeguard his dangerous dog.
Cuellar was subsequently convicted by plea to all counts
charged in the indictment, and was sentenced to five
years’ probation and payment of medical costs to the
victim. The charges and conviction mark a first-of-its-kind
prosecution in New York State, and serve as a reminder
to all pet owners that having an animal in one’s home
comes with great responsibility.
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SCAM ARTIST CONVICTED OF GIRLFRIEND’S MURDER
On May 1, 2011, a police officer with the Lynbrook Police Department was on routine patrol when he noticed a car
in the parking lot of 266 Merrick Road. Finding it unusual for a car to be parked at that location on a Sunday morning when businesses were closed, the officer approached and discovered the body of Maria Ayala in the driver’s
seat with a gunshot wound to her head.
Detectives from the NCPD Homicide Squad interviewed friends and family and learned that Ms. Ayala had been in
a relationship with a man known only as “Sergeant Doug” and had been overheard speaking to him over the phone
the afternoon prior to her body being discovered. Following that call, Ms. Ayala showered, dropped off her grandchildren with a babysitter next door, and indicated that she was going to the store to pick up some video games and
would be back shortly. She never returned.
Ms. Ayala’s grandchildren were able to lead detectives to 599 Front Street, Hempstead, the address where they
knew “Sergeant Doug” to reside. As the detectives knocked on the front door, a man was observed climbing out
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the back window. He was stopped and identified as Dung Tran. Detectives asked Tran if he knew Maria Ayala, to
which he responded that she was his girlfriend. Shortly thereafter, Tran was patted down for weapons. It was at
this time that detectives recovered from Tran’s pockets a number of credit cards and jewelry belonging to Ms. Ayala. Tran was then placed into custody.
The investigation that followed revealed that Tran had recently met Ms. Ayala and convinced her that he was a sergeant in the U.S. military who could help her become a citizen.
A search warrant executed at Tran’s apartment resulted in the recovery of the murder weapon which was found
stuffed inside of his mattress. Detectives were also able to obtain video from a number of the businesses along
Merrick Road in Lynbrook which captured Tran walking towards and then away from the homicide scene prior to the
discovery of Ms. Ayala’s body.
Dung Tran pled guilty on the eve of trial to Murder in the Second Degree and was sentenced to 20 years to life in
prison.
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67 PEDIATRICIAN SENTENCED TO 15

YEARS IN PRISON FOR SEXUALLY
ABUSING CHILDREN.
2016 saw the end of the six-year investigation and prosecution of Rakesh Punn, a Bethpage pediatrician, who drugged
and sexually abused young girls in his professional office.
In April, Dr. Punn was sentenced to 15 years’ incarceration
and forfeited over two million dollars in criminal proceeds
from his medical practice. He will need to register as a sex
offender upon release.
Dr. Punn’s state sentence will run concurrently with a 30
year federal sentence on related federal sexual abuse
charges. In yet another case prosecuted by the NCDA,
Punn had been convicted of felony grand larceny, welfare
fraud, and scheme to defraud, in connection with a scheme
wherein he stole more than $120,000 in taxpayer money
through health insurance and welfare fraud. He was separately sentenced on that case in March to an indeterminate
term of 1-3 years, and was ordered to pay restitution.

BELLMORE-MERRICK EMS PRESIDENT
CAUGHT STEALING $1.6 MILLION
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FROM HIS ORGANIZATION.
In January 2015, new leadership at the Bellmore-Merrick EMS began
to audit account activity in preparation for the organization’s annual
report. They discovered discrepancies in what the former president,
Brad Reiter, had been reporting as received from insurance companies to pay for ambulance services against what should have been
received. After seeing that Reiter had written checks to himself without explanation, they brought the matter to the NCDA Government
and Consumer Frauds Bureau.

Upon further investigation, it was discovered that Reiter, over a seven
year period during which he served as both treasurer and president of
the organization, had embezzled over 1.6 million dollars from insurance proceeds. He had apparently been spending the money on his
personal credit card bills, insurance bills, lawn services, security system services, and other personal payments.
Reiter was charged and convicted of Grand Larceny in the First Degree, a Class B Felony, and sentenced in June to 2-6 years in prison.

awards & honors 2016
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Opposite: Deputy Bureau Chief Michael Bushwack and Major
Case Executive Maureen McCormick receive special recognition from the Nassau County Police Department for exceptional
work on People v. James Ryan.
Above: Animal Crimes Chief Jed Painter receives the Humane
Law Enforcement Award from the U.S. Humane Society.
Below: Bureau Chief Michael Walsh receives the Columbia Association’s Prosecutor of the Year Award.
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Clockwise from above: Treatment Court ADA Betty Cambridge is honored by Molloy College;
NCDA Director of Community Affairs accepts Caron’s 2016 Legal Professional Award;
Appeals ADA Joseph Mogelnicki receives award from MADD;
Rackets ADA Melissa Scannell receives award from U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and
Peru’s Policia Nacional.
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